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Originalism's Promise Jul 04 2020 Provides the first natural law justification for an originalist
interpretation of the American Constitution.
India's Living Constitution Jun 26 2022 India became independent in 1947 and, after nearly three
years of debate in the Constituent Assembly, adopted a Constitution that came into effect on 26
January 1950. This Constitution has lasted until the present, with its basic structure unaltered, a
remarkable achievement given that the generally accepted prerequisites for democratic stability did
not exist, and do not exist even today. Half a century of constitutional democracy is something that
political scientists and legal scholars need to analyze and explain. This volume examines the career
of constitutional-political ideas (implicitly of Western origin) in the text of the Indian Constitution or
implicit within it, as well as in actual political practice in the country over the past half-century.
Fidelity to Our Imperfect Constitution Jan 28 2020 James E. Fleming argues that fidelity in
interpreting the US Constitution as written requires a moral reading or philosophic approach, and
that fidelity commits to honouring aspirational principles, not following the relatively specific
original meanings (or original expected applications) of the founders.
The Living U.S. Constitution May 02 2020 Includes the complete text of the Constitution and a
analysis of Supreme Court decisions and their effect on the interpretation of the living document.
Executive Power of the European Union Jul 16 2021 The picture of Brussels-based bureaucrats
exercising arbitrary executive powers is one of the favourite images conjured by Eurosceptics across
the political spectrum. This book offers a richer understanding of the nature of the EU's powers, how
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they relate to national governments, and how they are controlled.
Living Originalism Aug 29 2022 Originalism and living constitutionalism, so often understood to be
diametrically opposing views of our nation’s founding document, are not in conflict—they are
compatible. So argues Jack Balkin, one of the leading constitutional scholars of our time, in this longawaited book. Step by step, Balkin gracefully outlines a constitutional theory that demonstrates why
modern conceptions of civil rights and civil liberties, and the modern state’s protection of national
security, health, safety, and the environment, are fully consistent with the Constitution’s original
meaning. And he shows how both liberals and conservatives, working through political parties and
social movements, play important roles in the ongoing project of constitutional construction. By
making firm rules but also deliberately incorporating flexible standards and abstract principles, the
Constitution’s authors constructed a framework for politics on which later generations could build.
Americans have taken up this task, producing institutions and doctrines that flesh out the
Constitution’s text and principles. Balkin’s analysis offers a way past the angry polemics of our era, a
deepened understanding of the Constitution that is at once originalist and living constitutionalist,
and a vision that allows all Americans to reclaim the Constitution as their own.
Constitutional Faith Jun 22 2019 "The book is intended to make clearer the ambiguities of
"constitutional faith," i.e. wholehearted attachment to the Constitution as the center of one's (and
ultimately the nation's) political life."--The introduction.
Our Ageless Constitution Apr 12 2021
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Mar 24 2022 "Persuasive. A welcome addition." —The Journal of
Legal History "A masterly exposition of the complex details of Holmes' Supreme Court work." —The
Core Review In this work, H.L. Pohlman calls for a new interpretation of Holmes as a moderate
defender of free speech, and provides a window into Holmes' basic understanding of American
constitutionalism. Pohlman argues that Holmes played a crucial role in the development of the idea
that the Constitution is a living entity, an idea that differed radically from nineteenth-century
antecedents.
The Evangelical Origins of the Living Constitution Jul 28 2022 John Compton shows how
evangelicals, not New Deal reformers, paved the way for the most important constitutional
developments of the twentieth century. Their early-1800s crusade to destroy property that made
immorality possible challenged founding-era legal protections of slavery, lotteries, and liquor sales
and opened the door to progressivism.
The Living Constitution Apr 24 2022
Justice Stephen Field's Cooperative Constitution of Liberty Jul 24 2019 This book examines liberty’s
Constitutional meaning through the jurisprudence of Justice Stephen Field, one of the lateNineteenth Century’s most influential Supreme Court Justices. A Lincoln appointee who served on
the Court from 1863-1897, Field articulated a view of Constitutional liberty that speaks to
contemporary disputes. Today, some see liberty as protection through government regulation
against private oppression. Others see liberty as protection from government through limits on
governmental power. Justice Field is often viewed as siding against government power to regulate,
acting as a pre-cursor to the infamous “Lochner” Era of the Court. This work explains how Field
instead saw both these competing conceptions of liberty as legitimate. In fact, the two cooperated
toward a common end. In his opinions, Field argued that protections through and from government
worked in tandem to guard fundamental individual rights. In describing this view of liberty, Field
addressed key Constitutional provisions that remain a source of debate, including some of the
earliest interpretations of the Due Process Clause, its relationship to state police power and civil
rights, and some of the earliest assertions of a national police power through the Commerce Clause.
This work furthermore addresses the underpinnings of Field’s views, namely that he grounded his
reading of the Constitution in the context of the common law and the Declaration of Independence.
In his principles as well as his approach, this book argues, Justice Field presents a helpful discussant
in ongoing debates regarding the meaning of liberty and of the Constitution.
The Living Constitution Oct 31 2022 Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia once remarked that the
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theory of an evolving, "living" Constitution effectively "rendered the Constitution useless." He
wanted a "dead Constitution," he joked, arguing it must be interpreted as the framers originally
understood it. In The Living Constitution, leading constitutional scholar David Strauss forcefully
argues against the claims of Scalia, Clarence Thomas, Robert Bork, and other "originalists,"
explaining in clear, jargon-free English how the Constitution can sensibly evolve, without falling into
the anything-goes flexibility caricatured by opponents. The living Constitution is not an out-of-touch
liberal theory, Strauss further shows, but a mainstream tradition of American jurisprudence--a
common-law approach to the Constitution, rooted in the written document but also based on
precedent. Each generation has contributed precedents that guide and confine judicial rulings, yet
allow us to meet the demands of today, not force us to follow the commands of the long-dead
Founders. Strauss explores how judicial decisions adapted the Constitution's text (and contradicted
original intent) to produce some of our most profound accomplishments: the end of racial
segregation, the expansion of women's rights, and the freedom of speech. By contrast, originalism
suffers from fatal flaws: the impossibility of truly divining original intent, the difficulty of adapting
eighteenth-century understandings to the modern world, and the pointlessness of chaining ourselves
to decisions made centuries ago. David Strauss is one of our leading authorities on Constitutional
law--one with practical knowledge as well, having served as Assistant Solicitor General of the United
States and argued eighteen cases before the United States Supreme Court. Now he offers a
profound new understanding of how the Constitution can remain vital to life in the twenty-first
century.
Our Living Constitution Feb 20 2022 Designed to teach the Constitution of the United States to
students in an easier and more meaningful language than it is written.
Constitutional Redemption Feb 29 2020 Political constitutions are compromises with injustice. What
makes the U.S. Constitution legitimate is Americans’ faith that the constitutional system can be
made “a more perfect union.” Balkin argues that the American constitutional project is based in
hope and a narrative of shared redemption, and its destiny is still over the horizon.
Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes Sep 17 2021 "Persuasive. A welcome addition." —The Journal of Legal
History "A masterly exposition of the complex details of Holmes' Supreme Court work." —The Core
Review In this work, H.L. Pohlman calls for a new interpretation of Holmes as a moderate defender
of free speech, and provides a window into Holmes' basic understanding of American
constitutionalism. Pohlman argues that Holmes played a crucial role in the development of the idea
that the Constitution is a living entity, an idea that differed radically from nineteenth-century
antecedents.
Freedom's Law Nov 07 2020 Dworkin's important book is a collection of essays which discuss almost
all of the great constitutional issues of the last two decades, including abortion, euthanasia, capital
punishment, homosexuality, pornography, and free speech. Dworkin offers a consistently liberal view
of the Constitution and argues that fidelity to it and to law demands that judges make moral
judgments. He proposes that we all interpret the abstract language of the Constitution by reference
to moral principles about political decency and justice. His 'moral reading' therefore brings political
morality into the heart of constitutional law. The various chapters of this book were first published
separately; now drawn together they provide the reader with a rich, full-length treatment of
Dworkin's general theory of law.
Originalism as Faith Dec 09 2020 Tracing the development of originalism, Eric J. Segall shows how
judges often use the theory to reach politically desirable results.
Constitutional Originalism May 14 2021 Problems of constitutional interpretation have many faces,
but much of the contemporary discussion has focused on what has come to be called "originalism."
The core of originalism is the belief that fidelity to the original understanding of the Constitution
should constrain contemporary judges. As originalist thinking has evolved, it has become clear that
there is a family of originalist theories, some emphasizing the intent of the framers, while others
focus on the original public meaning of the constitutional text. This idea has enjoyed a modern
resurgence, in good part in reaction to the assumption of more sweeping power by the judiciary,
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operating in the name of constitutional interpretation. Those arguing for a "living Constitution" that
keeps up with a changing world and changing values have resisted originalism. This difference in
legal philosophy and jurisprudence has, since the 1970s, spilled over into party politics and the
partisan wrangling over court appointments from appellate courts to the Supreme Court. In
Constitutional Originalism, Robert W. Bennett and Lawrence B. Solum elucidate the two sides of this
debate and mediate between them in order to separate differences that are real from those that are
only apparent. In a thorough exploration of the range of contemporary views on originalism, the
authors articulate and defend sharply contrasting positions. Solum brings learning from the
philosophy of language to his argument in favor of originalism, and Bennett highlights
interpretational problems in the dispute-resolution context, describing instances in which a living
Constitution is a more feasible and productive position. The book explores those contrasting
positions, to be sure, but also uncovers important points of agreement for the interpretational
enterprise. This provocative and absorbing book ends with a bibliographic essay that points to
landmark works in the field and helps lay readers and students orient themselves within the
literature of the debate.
The Constitution of Finland Aug 05 2020 This book deals with the living Constitution of Finland, with
an emphasis on constitutional history, culture, and practice. 'Culture' here refers to the cognitive
long-term social or mental structure which makes it possible for politicians, civil servants, judges,
and lawyers to grasp the constitutional environment in which they exist. Finland is a small modern,
democratic Nordic country with a politically stable welfare system and a constitutional history
dating back to the 1700s which contains remnants of Swedish rule, Russian rule, and the period of
independence since 1917. It also contains several inner tensions: parliamentarism versus
presidentialism, a high level of constitutionalism versus a virtual lack of constitutional judicial
review, and a formally rigid but actually flexible constitution. The book offers a realistic but critical
overview of the Finnish constitution, while also discussing fundamental questions about the very
nature of constitution and constitutionalism. In addition, the constitutional effect of the EU and the
European Convention on Human Rights are discussed and, where appropriate, a specific
comparative dimension is added. The book is written in an uncomplicated manner and is aimed at
those not familiar with the system, providing an introduction and first orientation without excessive
detail. Each chapter concludes with a list of further reading and relevant websites.
A Debt Against the Living Oct 19 2021 This book is an introduction to and defense of originalism and
the Founding intended for a more general audience. No similar book exists. It is aimed at law
students, advanced college students, policymakers, and the politically interested reader seeking a
general introduction to originalism and its implications for today.
Originalism and the Good Constitution Oct 07 2020 Originalism holds that the U.S. Constitution
should be interpreted according to its meaning at the time it was enacted. In their innovative
defense of originalism, John McGinnis and Michael Rappaport maintain that the text of the
Constitution should be adhered to by the Supreme Court because it was enacted by supermajorities-both its original enactment under Article VII and subsequent Amendments under Article V. A text
approved by supermajorities has special value in a democracy because it has unusually wide support
and thus tends to maximize the welfare of the greatest number. The authors recognize and respond
to many possible objections. Does originalism perpetuate the dead hand of the past? How can
originalism be justified, given the exclusion of African Americans and women from the Constitution
and many of its subsequent Amendments? What is originalism's place in interpretation, after two
hundred years of non-originalist precedent? A fascinating counterfactual they pose is this: had the
Supreme Court not interpreted the Constitution so freely, perhaps the nation would have resorted to
the Article V amendment process more often and with greater effect. Their book will be an important
contribution to the literature on originalism, now the most prominent theory of constitutional
interpretation.
Cosmic Constitutional Theory Aug 24 2019 American constitutional law has undergone a
transformation. Issues once left to the people have increasingly become the province of the courts.
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Subjects as diverse as abortion rights and firearms regulations, health care reform and
counterterrorism efforts, not to mention a millennial presidential election, are more and more the
domain of judges. What sparked this development? In this engaging volume, Judge J. Harvie
Wilkinson argues that America's most brilliant legal minds have launched a set of cosmic
constitutional theories that, for all their value, are undermining self-governance. Thinkers as diverse
as Justices William Brennan and Antonin Scalia, Professor John Hart Ely, Judges Robert Bork and
Richard Posner, have all produced seminal interpretations of our Founding document, but ones that
promise to imbue courts with unprecedented powers. While crediting the theorists for the sparkling
quality of their thoughts, Judge Wilkinson argues they will slowly erode the role of representative
institutions in America and leave our children bereft of democratic liberty. The loser in all the
theoretical fireworks is the old and honorable tradition of judicial restraint. The judicial modesty
once practiced by Learned Hand, John Harlan, and Oliver Wendell Holmes has given way to
competing schools of liberal and conservative activism seeking sanctuary in Living
Constitutionalism, Originalism, Process Theory, or the supposedly anti-theoretical creed of
Pragmatism. Each of these seemingly disparate theories promises their followers an intellectually
respectable route to congenial political outcomes from the bench. Judge Wilkinson calls for a
plainer, simpler, self-disciplined commitment to judicial restraint and democratic governance, a
course that alas may be impossible so long as the cosmic constitutionalists so dominate
contemporary legal thought.
The Invisible Constitution Nov 27 2019 As everyone knows, the United States Constitution is a
tangible, visible document. Many see it in fact as a sacred text, holding no meaning other than that
which is clearly visible on the page. Yet as renowned legal scholar Laurence Tribe shows, what is not
written in the Constitution plays a key role in its interpretation. Indeed some of the most contentious
Constitutional debates of our time hinge on the extent to which it can admit of divergent readings. In
The Invisible Constitution, Tribe argues that there is an unseen constitution--impalpable but
powerful--that accompanies the parchment version. It is the visible document's shadow, its dark
matter: always there and possessing some of its key meanings and values despite its absence on the
page. As Tribe illustrates, some of our most cherished and widely held beliefs about constitutional
rights are not part of the written document, but can only be deduced by piecing together hints and
clues from it. Moreover, some passages of the Constitution do not even hold today despite their
continuing existence. Amendments may have fundamentally altered what the Constitution originally
said about slavery and voting rights, yet the old provisos about each are still in the text, unrevised.
Through a variety of historical episodes and key constitutional cases, Tribe brings to life this
invisible constitution, showing how it has evolved and how it works. Detailing its invisible structures
and principles, Tribe compellingly demonstrates the invisible constitution's existence and operative
power. Remarkably original, keenly perceptive, and written with Tribe's trademark analytical flair,
this latest volume in Oxford's Inalienable Rights series offers a new way of understanding many of
the central constitutional debates of our time. About the Series: Combining authority with wit,
accessibility, and style, Very Short Introductions offer an introduction to some of life's most
interesting topics. Written by experts for the newcomer, they demonstrate the finest contemporary
thinking about the central problems and issues in hundreds of key topics, from philosophy to Freud,
quantum theory to Islam.
Constitutional Originalism Jan 22 2022 Elucidates the debate between constitutional originalism and
the "living constitution" approach.
The Living Presidency Aug 17 2021 A constitutional originalist sounds the alarm over the
presidency’s ever-expanding powers, ascribing them unexpectedly to the liberal embrace of a living
Constitution. Liberal scholars and politicians routinely denounce the imperial presidency—a selfaggrandizing executive that has progressively sidelined Congress. Yet the same people invariably
extol the virtues of a living Constitution, whose meaning adapts with the times. Saikrishna
Bangalore Prakash argues that these stances are fundamentally incompatible. A constitution prone
to informal amendment systematically favors the executive and ensures that there are no enduring
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constraints on executive power. In this careful study, Prakash contends that an originalist
interpretation of the Constitution can rein in the “living presidency” legitimated by the living
Constitution. No one who reads the Constitution would conclude that presidents may declare war,
legislate by fiat, and make treaties without the Senate. Yet presidents do all these things. They get
away with it, Prakash argues, because Congress, the courts, and the public routinely excuse these
violations. With the passage of time, these transgressions are treated as informal constitutional
amendments. The result is an executive increasingly liberated from the Constitution. The solution is
originalism. Though often associated with conservative goals, originalism in Prakash’s argument
should appeal to Republicans and Democrats alike, as almost all Americans decry the presidency’s
stunning expansion. The Living Presidency proposes a baker’s dozen of reforms, all of which could
be enacted if only Congress asserted its lawful authority.
Direct Democracy for a Living Constitution Sep 05 2020
A Republic, If You Can Keep It Mar 31 2020 NEW YORK TIMES BESTSELLER • Justice Neil Gorsuch
reflects on his journey to the Supreme Court, the role of the judge under our Constitution, and the
vital responsibility of each American to keep our republic strong. As Benjamin Franklin left the
Constitutional Convention, he was reportedly asked what kind of government the founders would
propose. He replied, “A republic, if you can keep it.” In this book, Justice Neil Gorsuch shares
personal reflections, speeches, and essays that focus on the remarkable gift the framers left us in
the Constitution. Justice Gorsuch draws on his thirty-year career as a lawyer, teacher, judge, and
justice to explore essential aspects our Constitution, its separation of powers, and the liberties it is
designed to protect. He discusses the role of the judge in our constitutional order, and why he
believes that originalism and textualism are the surest guides to interpreting our nation’s founding
documents and protecting our freedoms. He explains, too, the importance of affordable access to the
courts in realizing the promise of equal justice under law—while highlighting some of the challenges
we face on this front today. Along the way, Justice Gorsuch reveals some of the events that have
shaped his life and outlook, from his upbringing in Colorado to his Supreme Court confirmation
process. And he emphasizes the pivotal roles of civic education, civil discourse, and mutual respect
in maintaining a healthy republic. A Republic, If You Can Keep It offers compelling insights into
Justice Gorsuch’s faith in America and its founding documents, his thoughts on our Constitution’s
design and the judge’s place within it, and his beliefs about the responsibility each of us shares to
sustain our distinctive republic of, by, and for “We the People.”
The Living Constitution Sep 29 2022 Supreme Court Justice Antonin Scalia once remarked that the
theory of an evolving, "living" Constitution effectively "rendered the Constitution useless." He
wanted a "dead Constitution," he joked, arguing it must be interpreted as the framers originally
understood it.In The Living Constitution, leading constitutional scholar David Strauss forcefully
argues against the claims of Scalia, Clarence Thomas, Robert Bork, and other "originalists,"
explaining in clear, jargon-free English how the Constitution can sensibly evolve, without falling into
the anything-goes flexibility caricatured by opponents. The living Constitution is not an out-of-touch
liberal theory, Strauss further shows, but a mainstream tradition of American jurisprudence--a
common-law approach to the Constitution, rooted in the written document but also based on
precedent. Each generation has contributed precedents that guide and confine judicial rulings, yet
allow us to meet the demands of today, not force us to follow the commands of the long-dead
Founders. Strauss explores how judicial decisions adapted the Constitution's text (and contradicted
original intent) to produce some of our most profound accomplishments: the end of racial
segregation, the expansion of women's rights, and the freedom of speech. By contrast, originalism
suffers from fatal flaws: the impossibility of truly divining original intent, the difficulty of adapting
eighteenth-century understandings to the modern world, and the pointlessness of chaining ourselves
to decisions made centuries ago.David Strauss is one of our leading authorities on Constitutional
law--one with practical knowledge as well, having served as Assistant Solicitor General of the United
States and argued eighteen cases before the United States Supreme Court. Now he offers a
profound new understanding of how the Constitution can remain vital to life in the twenty-first
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century.
Living Constitution, Dying Faith Nov 19 2021 "Watson is dead on in his analysis of the Living
Constitution." --Matthew Spalding, Hillsdale College "Watson does an impressive job of analyzing
how, exactly, . . . [the judiciary transformed] into an activist legislator of social change." --National
Review A "living" Constitution. Runaway courts. Legislating from the bench. These phrases come up
a lot in the national political debate. They raise the ire of many Americans. But where did the ideas
come from? Why do courts play a role so alien to the one the American Founders outlined? And how
did unelected judges gain so much power in our democratic republic? Political scientist and legal
philosopher Bradley C. S. Watson provides the answers in this important book. To understand why
courts today rule the way they do, Watson shows, you must go back more than a century. You'll find
the philosophical and historical roots of judicial activism in the late nineteenth century. Watson
traces a line from social Darwinism and pragmatism, through the rise of Progressivism, to our
situation today. Living Constitution, Dying Faith reveals a radical transformation of American
political thought. This paperback edition features a new introduction examining the latest
developments--which only highlight the prescience of Watson's arguments.
The Evangelical Origins of the Living Constitution May 26 2022 John Compton shows how
evangelicals, not New Deal reformers, paved the way for the most important constitutional
developments of the twentieth century. Their early-1800s crusade to destroy property that made
immorality possible challenged founding-era legal protections of slavery, lotteries, and liquor sales
and opened the door to progressivism.
A Constitution for the Living Jun 14 2021 What would America's Constitutions have looked like if
each generation wrote its own? "The earth belongs...to the living, the dead have neither powers nor
rights over it." These famous words, written by Thomas Jefferson to James Madison, reflect
Jefferson's lifelong belief that each generation ought to write its own Constitution. According to
Jefferson each generation should take an active role in endorsing, renouncing, or changing the
nation's fundamental law. Perhaps if he were alive today to witness our seething debates over
constitutional interpretation, he would feel vindicated in this belief. Madison's response was that a
Constitution must endure over many generations to gain the credibility needed to keep a nation
strong and united. History tells us that Jefferson lost that debate. But what if he had prevailed? In A
Constitution for the Living, Beau Breslin reimagines American history to answer that question. By
tracing the story from the 1787 Constitutional Convention up to the present, Breslin presents an
engaging and insightful narrative account of historical figures and how they might have shaped their
particular generation's Constitution. For all those who want to be in the candlelit taverns where the
Founders sat debating fundamental issues over wine; to witness towering figures of American
history, from Abraham Lincoln to Booker T. Washington, play out hypothetical meetings and
conversations that are startling and revealing; and to attend a Constitutional Convention taking
place in the present day--this book brings these possibilities to life with sensitivity, verve, and
compelling historical detail. This book is, above all, a call for a more engaged American public at a
time when change seems close at hand, if we dare to imagine it.
The Living Constitution Oct 26 2019
Active Liberty Feb 08 2021 A brilliant new approach to the Constitution and courts of the United
States by Supreme Court Justice Stephen Breyer.For Justice Breyer, the Constitution’s primary role
is to preserve and encourage what he calls “active liberty”: citizen participation in shaping
government and its laws. As this book argues, promoting active liberty requires judicial modesty and
deference to Congress; it also means recognizing the changing needs and demands of the populace.
Indeed, the Constitution’s lasting brilliance is that its principles may be adapted to cope with
unanticipated situations, and Breyer makes a powerful case against treating it as a static guide
intended for a world that is dead and gone. Using contemporary examples from federalism to privacy
to affirmative action, this is a vital contribution to the ongoing debate over the role and power of our
courts.
A Living Constitution Mar 12 2021 "When Vice President Gloria Macapagal Arroyo assumed the
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predidency following the ouster of President Joseph Estrada, she pledged that she would not run for
election as president, but would devote all her energies to running the nation. She changed her
mind." "This volume is not a complete portrait of the Arroyo presidency. It is a collection of columns
written during her administration. It includes comments on events that have transpired during her
watch, but the main topics are about the performance of her office." --Book Jacket.
The Presidents and the Constitution Jan 10 2021 Shines new light on America's brilliant
constitutional and presidential history, from George Washington to Barack Obama. In this
sweepingly ambitious volume, the nation’s foremost experts on the American presidency and the
U.S. Constitution join together to tell the intertwined stories of how each American president has
confronted and shaped the Constitution. Each occupant of the office—the first president to the fortyfourth—has contributed to the story of the Constitution through the decisions he made and the
actions he took as the nation’s chief executive. By examining presidential history through the lens of
constitutional conflicts and challenges, The Presidents and the Constitution offers a fresh
perspective on how the Constitution has evolved in the hands of individual presidents. It delves into
key moments in American history, from Washington’s early battles with Congress to the advent of
the national security presidency under George W. Bush and Barack Obama, to reveal the dramatic
historical forces that drove these presidents to action. Historians and legal experts, including
Richard Ellis, Gary Hart, Stanley Kutler and Kenneth Starr, bring the Constitution to life, and show
how the awesome powers of the American presidency have been shapes by the men who were
granted them. The book brings to the fore the overarching constitutional themes that span this
country’s history and ties together presidencies in a way never before accomplished.
A Glorious Liberty Dec 29 2019 In this timely and provocative book, Damon Root reveals how
Frederick Douglass’s fight for an antislavery Constitution helped to shape the course of American
history in the nineteenth century and beyond. At a time when the principles of the Constitution and
Declaration of Independence were under assault, Frederick Douglass picked up their banner,
championing inalienable rights for all, regardless of race. When Americans were killing each other
on the battlefield, Douglass fought for a cause greater than the mere preservation of the Union. “No
war but an Abolition war,” he maintained. “No peace but an Abolition peace.” In the aftermath of the
Civil War, when state and local governments were violating the rights of the recently emancipated,
Douglass preached the importance of “the ballot-box, the jury-box, and the cartridge-box” in the
struggle against Jim Crow. Frederick Douglass, the former slave who had secretly taught himself
how to read, would teach the American people a thing or two about the true meaning of the
Constitution. This is the story of a fundamental debate that goes to the very heart of America’s
founding ideals—a debate that is still very much with us today.
Constitutions in Authoritarian Regimes Sep 25 2019 This volume explores the form and function of
constitutions in countries without the fully articulated institutions of limited government.
What the Constitution Means to Me (TCG Edition) Jun 02 2020 “BEST PLAY OF THE YEAR”
New York Times · New Yorker · TIME · Hollywood Reporter · Newsweek · BuzzFeed · Forbes · New
York · NPR · Washington Post · Entertainment Weekly · Los Angeles Times · Chicago Tribune Finalist
for the 2019 Pulitzer Prize for Drama When she was fifteen years old, Heidi Schreck started
traveling the country, taking part in constitutional debates to earn money for her college tuition.
Decades later, in What the Constitution Means to Me, she traces the effect that the Constitution has
had on four generations of women in her family, deftly examining how the United States’ founding
principles are inextricably linked with our personal lives.
A Living Constitution Or Fundamental Law? Dec 21 2021 In A Living Constitution or Fundamental
Law?, distinguished scholar Herman Belz considers the concept of constitutionalism as the subject
matter of constitutional history. He argues that the study of constitutionalism should be
interdisciplinary, requiring the insights and methods of history, political science, and jurisprudence.
Belz illuminates the evolution of American constitutionalism across the span of American history,
from the Founding to Reconstruction to the Cold War and the rise of the bureaucratic state in the
1980s.
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